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Health Services of the Future 


The former Surgeon General of the Public Health Service, Leroy E. Burney, M.D., in 
addressing the 14th National Dental Health Conference, projected ten methods for meet- 
ing the health needs of the public. His predictions are: (1) the health professions will 
come to recognize that they are social sciences and as such will be affected more and 
more by the dynamic economic, social and political factors in society; (2) health care will 
become more and more a basic right, not just a privilege; (3) comprehensive health care, 
preventive, curative and restorative, will be the objective of the professions, and, of these, 
the greatest emphasis will be on prevention; (4) progress in health care creates increasing 
demand and utilization—these result in changing patterns of care and higher costs; (5) gov- 
ernmental influence—local, state and federal—through increased responsibility in reim- 
bursement for care, will result in more controls related to quality, availability, comprehen- 
siveness, cost and financial accountability; (6) physician and dental manpower shortages 
will continue, requiring increased production and utilization of auxiliary health person- 
nel; (7) patterns of care and the demand to narrow the yawning gap between knowledge 
and its application will require adding new disciplines to the health team and greater 
interdependence of action in providing total care; (8) hospitals will become the major 
focus for health services, the real community health center; (g) specialization will become 
even more a dominant characteristic of dental and medical practice; (10) schools of 
dentistry and medicine will assume, rightfully, greater, and hopefully, more imaginative 
responsibility for continuing education. 
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